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SUBJECT: COVERAGE OPORTO DISTURBANCES 
REF: LISBON 442 

1. MEDIA COVERAGE BREAKUP OPORTO MEETING WAS 
HEAVY IN PRESS AND ON RADIO/TV. IT CONSISTED 
MAINLY FACTUAL ACCOUNTS BASED ON WIRE SERVICE 
STORIES. ON JANUARY 29 TWO MAJOR HELSINKI DAILIES, 
CONSERVATIVE UUSI SUOMI AND SWEDISH LANGUAGE 
HUFVUDSTADSBLADET, CARRIED FIRST PERSON ACCOUNT BY 
YOUNG FINNISH CONSERVATIVE ATTENDING MEETING AS 
OBSERVER. UUSI SUOMI ARTICLE CONCLUDES "DEMOCRACY 
IN PORTUGAL IS THREATENED AT ITS VERY BEGINNING 

2. EDITORIAL COMMENT HAS BEEN RELATIVELY SPARSE 
AND OFTEN LINKED TO GENERAL SITUATION AND SOARES' 
WARNINGS. SUOMENMAA, HELSINKI MOUTHPIECE OF 
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CANNOT YET IN FACT SPEAK OF THE EXISTENCE OF 
DEMOCRATIC FREEDOM IN PORTUGAL. THE EXTREME 
LEFT AND THE AFM, WHICH IN MANY RESPECTS IS 
SUSCEPTIBLE TO ITS INFLUENCE, PURSUE A POLICY 
WHICH IS MOVING FARTHER AND FARTHER AWAY FROM 
DEMOCRACY AND WHICH IS AIMED AT PREVENTING THE 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES OF OPPONENTS AND AT IMPOSING 
CENSORSHIP.. .IT IS IN ANY CASE OBVIOUS THAT 
PORTUGAL IS NOW MOVING FAST TOWARD A POLITICAL 
SITUATION WHERE DEMOCRACY IS INCREASING NARROWED". 

3. SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC DEMARI IS MORE EQUIVOCAL 
IN JANUARY 29 EDITORIAL: "THE SMOTHERING OF THE 
RIGHT-WING OPPOSITION PARTY AS CONSEQUENCE OF 
ACTIVITY OF DEMONSTRATORS INDICATE HOW EXCITED 
EMOTIONS ARE IN PORTUGAL. THE CLASH BETWEEN THE 
EXTREMIST FORCES REACHED SUCH PROPORTIONS THAT 
EVEN THE COMMUNISTS TOOK A STAND AGAINST THE 
STIRRING MASSES". DEMARI CONCLUDES THAT "PROVOCATIONS 
ARE THE GREATEST DANGER AS PORTUGAL READIES FOR 
ELECTIONS. AT THEIR WORST THEY COULD EVEN DESTROY 
DEVELOPMENT ON THE BASIS OF PEACEFUL MULTI-PARTY 
COOPERATION AND RESTORE DICTATORSHIP". 

4. COMMUNIST KANSAN UUTISET DID NOT WEIGH IN 
UNTIL JANUARY 31 WHEN IT ATTACKED UUSI SUOMSI 
"CLAIMS" THAT THE COMMUNISTS ARE IN ALL RESPECTS 
TRYING TO PREVENT THE REALIZATION OF NORMAL 
DEMOCRATIC LIFE" IN PORTUGAL. KANSAN UUTISET 
REJECTS THIS AS FLAGRANT DISTORTION AND PRAISES 
THE STRUGGLE OF THE PORTUGUESE COMMUNISTS DURING 
HALF-CENTURY OF RIGHT-WING DICTATORSHIP. THE 
PAPER MAKES NO MENTION OF THE OPORTO EPISODE AND 
CONCLUDES "CAREFUL OBSERVATION OF EVENTS IN 
PROTUGAL IS OF GREAT SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE STRUGGLE 
OF DEMOCRATIC AND REVOLUTIONARY FORCES OF OTHER 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES TOO". 
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